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[Music] this is ABC 2000 with Peter Jennings and ABC 2000 headquarters in Times Square Barbara Walters 
in Paris Diane Sawyer in New York Charles Gibson in London Cokie Roberts in Rome Elizabeth Vargas in 
Sydney Connie Chung in Las Vegas Deborah Roberts in Orlando Jack Ford in Times Square Carole 
Simpson in Chicago and Sam Donaldson at the y2k command center in Washington with our correspondent 
spanning the globe in Shanghai Bombay Bethlehem Moscow Havana Rio de Janeiro and across the u.s. 
reports from Miami New Orleans Tucson Los Angeles San Francisco in New York Dick Clark counting down 
to the new year in Times Square special millennium performances by Billy Joel Elton John and rekey Iglesias 
Faith Hill NSYNC fish the Bee Gees Aerosmith blondie Bonnie Raitt Neil Diamond Harry Connick jr. Kenny G 
Ray Charles the Eagles Barry Manilow David Blaine and Barbra Streisand [Music] from ABC mm 
headquarters at Times Square in New York Peter Jennings and around the world and talk about the 
memorable images of the end of the century Tower Bridge in London overlooking the Thames what a 
magnificent view Big Ben it is 5:30 in the afternoon or early evening in London six and a half hours before it 
is midnight there and that astonishing great Bell strikes for the last time this century and in Paris they have 
gone all out to make the Eiffel Tower from 
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all out to make the Eiffel Tower from the beginning of this century of course look as magnificent as it ever 
has at the end of the century and in Rome at st. Peter's Basilica just to bring you up-to-date with the news in 
Vatican City at this hour Pope John the Paul Pope John Paul the second is providing evening Vespers for 
the large crowd there which has gathered and increasingly continues to gather in Vatican City for the 
celebration of the millennium there it shall be only a few more hours than London in Paris this Pope who has 
made such an impact on the world at the end of the century some people think should actually be the man of 
the century for contributing as he did to the downfall of communism first from his pulpit in Poland have been 
much more dramatically from Vatican City itself elsewhere in the world at this hour they have had a 
ceremony of ownership | guess we can call it of the Panama Canal buy Panama just a short while ago in 
Panama itself what the Panamanians are calling a reversion ceremony you recall the President Carter 
signed a treaty in 1974 to turn over the canal to Panama on this date December the 1st 1999 either 
President Clinton or the Secretary of State Madeleine Albright decided and to go wishing in both cases we 
believe to put some distance between themselves and an issue which upset some Americans but in Panama 
today the canal is now theirs and All American Americans have now left operation of the Canal Zone 
elsewhere overseas Vladimir Putin now has absolute control of Russia and the Russian nuclear arsenal a 
surprise announcement this morning from Boris Yeltsin that he wasn't about the presidency and turn it over 
to Boris to Vladimir Putin President Clinton has had a chat with both of them today and the president paid 
tribute both to mr. Yeltsin and said he looks forward to working with mr. Putin now as 
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forward to working with mr. Putin now as we have gone around the world today in case you haven't been 
with us and we have seen some quite extraordinary celebrations of the millennium and yes for those of you 
who argue that it's coming in a year from now well we can all do it again a year from now but today all the 
way across the Pacific and other parts of Asia it has been quite a day of celebration here's ABC's Bob Brown 
the world is meeting the Millennium with spectacular bursts of pageantry still performers called Mimi 
Aboriginal people from Australia whose culture is 50,000 years old dancers and acting age-old customs in 
Jordan and Israel and the Philippines South Korea's national music troupe performing in Seoul this 
unprecedented global stage of events began when a torch was passed at the world's first midnight where the 
Millennium arrived in the South Pacific at a place that had been renamed millennium island the easternmost 
island of Kiribati Storch of peace and hope from Kitty bass so that it made the whole world in a nation that 
saw heavy battle casualties during World War two when US forces drove out the occupying Japanese army 
the gifts of fire were taken to the sea by an old man and a boy while dancers chanted a farewell to the pain of 
the past in a traditional ceremony of good luck [Music] millennion computer bugs were of no concern on 
islands that would have been uninhabited that have not been for the celebration but when the fireworks 
began in the first major city to see the 21st century Auckland New Zealand the world was anticipating as well 
as watching first major y2k test the lights stayed on and off and as ABC News correspondent James Walker 
discovered the ATMs were 


00:06:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sx9vhIGfPik&t=362s 





James Walker discovered the ATMs were dispensing money this is an ATM receipt for me that gets dated 
one one zero zero and the time on it is three seconds into the New Year midnight has now come and gone in 
Australia and in Japan and Korea China celebrated its new millennium by asking its airlines to stay airborne 
toward public confidence despite fears of y2k bucks this was also one of the countries that gave the world 
the technology it's using for most of the celebrations fireworks but one of the most gorgeous sights of all was 
this one from Taiwan with thousands of wish lanterns released into a graceful breeze in Antarctica scientists 
have reset the location of the South Pole this is where by walking around the pole you could pass through 
each of the world's time zones in a few seconds and in case you're wondering what's there to do it this is 
done let's party [Applause] [Music] they had some fireworks too thanks very much Bob Ron Diane sir has 
stayed here much longer than well not longer than usually do you work a long day | know but and you've 
been out there | love that Antarctic stuff the fact that we can have a live camera at in Antarctica that's 
extraordinary Christine continent is really fantastic well the whole pageant of the morning is so moving I've 
been calling people around and a number of people are called and left messages at my home to say that 
they've they've been welled up with tears just at the diversity of the planet if nothing else well | think people 
are a little bit surprised | must have to be perfectly honest with you in the audience this international 
consortium of television broadcasters we put together we weren't so sure of all the time other words are sure 
of us either but but it's been quite a struggle to get all the technical goings-on together and the website was 
crashing all the time just when we wanted information but | must say I'm surprised and thrilled by the beauty 
of how much we've seen today so far yeah I think people take the technology for granted 
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people take the technology for granted right now but if you could stand back in the control room and listen to 
these various parts of the world being queued up and watch them just this is what you can call for the control 
room right now yes I've seen you | can make them well you know as we've been floating through all of these 
cultures around the world one of the things we wanted to do of course this day was also do a little detective 
work on our own American culture and wandering a bits on this eve of the new century if in the next hundred 
years men will still be from Mars and women things like for instance what about American families and so we 
thought how do we learn something about what this next century will be sociologically in America so we 
gathered some experts together they are ages 6 to 10 they are from different kinds of families single-parent 
families two-parent families and we set the girls in one place and interviewed them and then the boys in 
another to ask some questions and see what we could learn as children what they love most in the year 
2000 and it's perfectly clear girls still tend to be girls shouting out parties and makeup while boys tend to be 


well video obsessed henry donkey kong country Raymond - and probably Pokemon and red version and 
when it comes to courtship it's still just miniature Mars and Venus girls talk feelings how do you know when 
you're in love like when you're next to them you get shy and you don't look out over something and your 
cheeks all red have you been in lots mom for the boys its strategy trying to scope out what you think girls 
want wait y'all think girls like the most and makes them fall in love with a guy but I'm kissing you 
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in love with a guy but I'm kissing you being nice truthful honest and give him flowers if they like their 
compliments but as the children talked we also began to hear something new a certainty in both groups that 
girls are not only as smart as boys but can do anything if you're a girl thing you'd be anything you want to be 
- can you be the president of a big company hey can you be the president of the United States think you can 
be boys yeah | liked it to be that's been but there's no but a girl has effort but that far to be a just because 
there hasn't been and that's you think that's different now do you think and not only that both sexes told us 
that girls may even have an advantage because boys are just not that honest do you think boys cheap more 
than girls yeah boys lie more like Clinton lied to clean and wide strike do you think girls tell the truth more 
than boys my school boys tend to get in more trouble than the girls why is that you thing | think was more 
wild | know that's the best part but perhaps the thing that moved us the most about these 21st century kids 
facing a world in which half of marriages end in divorce was how 
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marriages end in divorce was how passionate they are that two parents matter mom alone is not enough 
how important is it to have a mom and a dad in the house is it really important is it just sort of why do you say 
it's extremely important if you only had one you don't get all the care you could get from both what's the best 
thing mom can do | think the best mom can do is have you who makes you feel happiest just generally when 
you're in the house mostly my dad so much about my dad cause he usually goes a burger can run and 
possibly more toys my dad really spent some time with most as just they had something in them that your 
mother doesn't have and if it feels like there might be have an empty space in your heart or something if you 
don't have a dad because they fill in something what does it take to make a really happy family it just takes 
trust and love and listening from each other to really have a really good yeah oh to love your family friendship 
[Music] so there you have the nuclear family of 1999 oh it's a little scary it's it's a little frightening you realize 
how many troubles are | saw survey some time ago where say we got to start treating boys in the new part of 
the century like we used to treat girls because boys have lost their self-esteem well | think a lot of people 
think there does need to be concentration on dads and boys to in fact listen to these kids | kept thinking in 
the next century people are gonna say that's as American as dad an apple pie because dad is so central to 
their your name and to their lives and | was surprised since as we know divorce is a matter of fact issue in 
this country that they still feel as passionately as they do about their mom their dad yeah | think the voice in 
this country as a matter of fact issued or 
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country as a matter of fact issued or everybody except their own divorce that's right exactly okay thanks | see 
that it will be back in a moment as we continue our coverage of the Millennium around the world there is 
Paris getting ready one city trying to outdo the other this is ABC mm the celebration of the millennium 
brought to you by active you contact lenses vision for the new millennium and by zyban [Music] you 
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[Music] [Applause] well here's some indication of what we have ahead of us st. Paul's Cathedral in London 
stood throughout the Second World War everybody was convinced the Germans were absolutely determined 
to get that wonderful rent Church and they did not and look at how Paris is showing off tonight this is as seen 
from the Eiffel Tower itself celebration in Paris under five hours away that's called the Trocadero on the east 
side and right down on the foreground there you can see the river Sen and in Rome the Pope has gone to 


the papal apartments to have a little bit of rest before he preaches again to the millenniums he conducted 
Vespers just a short while ago in st. Peter's Basilica and in Bethlehem where we will celebrate the 
millennium as well the crowd has not been deterred at all by all this talk of terrorism in the Middle East and 
elsewhere this is the square just to the north | guess you could call it major square just to the north of the 
Church of the Nativity and ABC's Bill Blake more as there bill formerly the military arm of the PLO which is 
now a legal political party in the Palestinian entity but we've also learned tonight that the Palestinian police 
are looking for among other people a Monte Kim Miller they've been using pictures of him with their guards 
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using pictures of him with their guards at the doors to try to find him he is a colorado-based self-appointed 
doomsday prophet who the Israeli authorities and the American authorities have also been concerned about 
some members of his group have been deported there's concern that he was going to get something 
organized for this evening trying possibly as the belief of such groups as his are to try to begin the process 
which they say brings about the the end of the world of the second coming of Christ so we know that the 
authorities are still looking for them they don't know where what Montesquieu Miller is they haven't been able 
to find him to a some over the past year well they have found other members of his group and we do know 
that the Temple Mount the Dome of the rock in the middle of Jerusalem is one of the places that they're very 
concerned about as well because they believe that if something happened there it could mean the beginning 
of the end of the world according to their beliefs actually | don't think we have a camera outside the Temple 
Mount of the morning but Diana and I've been sitting here about sort of events that have moved the world 
there are Christians out there who are more fundamentalist of course than about Judaism than Jews 
themselves now and who and some of them would like to see the Temple Mount which is a which is a 
Muslim mosque now build on top of this on top of this which of course was the Second Temple the Jews 
Second Temple they'd like to see it blowing up you know cause havoc in the Middle East | suspect and 
throughout the Muslim world man well as as you've been saying and as bill was saying that everyone shows 
up there to affirm their right to be there and they're passionate about the place even in the in the face of all 
these threats says something - about the determination of others to make sure it doesn't happen you and | 
were talking about the Panama Canal and it's 1908 when America gets involved the French can do it so the 
United States goes to make this extraordinary technical technological adventure of its day and it gets handed 
back almost or handed to the Panamanians almost for the whimper | know and my mother in fact | was just 
telling you in the break that my mother's been calling me a lot about it because | think for for Americans who 
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because | think for for Americans who remember how hard wanted was not not just to get it going 
technologically but also with malaria and with everything that was paid in order to make sure that we had the 
Panama Canal suddenly to give it back as a wrenching thing of course they've argued that now it's not vital 
to our national security in the same way it once was but | confess to a little bit of miserly it's a great moment 
in in in what many people call the American century when when the first American engineer went to the 
Panama Canal he took two coffins with him once for himself and one for his wife because they didn't have 
any defense against malaria there and one of the contributions to science in this generation is having 
discovered mosquito could potentially do and cure it then | wanted to say Peter bright wise we're watching 
Bethlehem Square and the others I've been noticing that now backing up in Times Square the crowd has 
been creeping back as far as | can see and as far as | know the crowd at Times Square here in New York 
look at it now there are about three people there over the age of 18 because it's freezing out there well they 
reflects the it reflects the world and it certainly reflects the Middle East where we have talked been talking 
about where more than 50% of the population is under 17 we'll be back to continue our millennium coverage 
after this you 
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this is ABC mm live from around the world once again from Times Square Peter Jennings good afternoon 
everybody good morning wherever you are it's just little before 1:00 o'clock Eastern Time we've been looking 
at a time spare all morning it's provided us with a tremendous amount of energy and we've been joined very 
briefly by a dear friend and colleague of ours they always say that on television Todd Brewster who's the 
editorial director of the century with whom we did the television series in the book that you know we've been 
talking about what Time Square was really like this has always been the sort of Village Green for New York 
that's the perfect way to phrase it | mean it really is a place where people come together at these incredible 
moments the most famous one of course being VJ day when we had the victory over drew and kissing sailor 
and everybody claims they were the sail or they were the woman being kissed and that sort of says 
something | think about the Democratic nature of the whole gathering here over the time it's a place where 
people come to sort of experience popular culture - this is where popular culture this century was born when 
you think of all the great musicals of the 20th century they start surrounded by products it looks so 
unbelievably different we have several pictures or a couple of pictures anyway of Time Square by the way 
before you go any farther Roger gonna just stop for one sec there if you would possible because we are 
pointing right at now what used to be the times building right Todd this it was the times move - everybody 
thought they were crazy going uptown and behind the hollows advertising is this great beautiful New York 
Times building and that's the other big thing about Times is the advertising and the tawdry nature 
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is the advertising and the tawdry nature of everything here and there are a lot of architecture critics who 
believe that that's something to preserve they've actually worked hard to try to preserve the tawdry nature of 
Times Square because as part of its charm part of what makes people come here as you look back over the 
century and you look there's a New York Times actually published a wonderful book called the century in 
Times Square which you and | are both looking at as you look back over the century through pictures and 
what not is there any great other than victory over Japan day or VE Day which you remember particularly 
well there's there's this is a incredible picture here looking at men in fedoras for one thing but also looking at 
people who are in need of work during the Depression there's another picture on know if we have it of the 
gathering to watch the World Series 1919 and the interesting thing of course about that picture the 1919 
World Series was the one that was thrown by the White Sox relax | can't even like just but but look at your 
right look at the hats on these people who had gathered here and what they were all sitting see if we can 
orient people just a little they were sitting to watch what's called the zipper which was the news going around 
there are several zippers actually inside like where it's actually come quite a place for watching the news in 
many ways well of course this is just politically incorrect now but that was the one | remember seeing for the 
first time when | came here in the late 1950s in pad which shows men's puffing smoke actually coming out 
Campbell cigarette ad and the it was one of the things people most identified with Time Square were these 
ads that actually came to life and it's still true today that you walking around you see this incredible 
advertisements for coca-cola for whiskey for Samsung everywhere | want to cut you off for a second and go 
to the other great institution in New York City the New York Stock Exchange what about to hear the sounding 
of the last bell of the 20th century [Applause] 
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[Applause] are we hearing auld lang syne playing on the New York four of the New York Stock Exchange 
didn't think they were that sentimental Betsy stark are you still there on the floor of the exchange for us | 
hope do you know who's participating in another record-breaking year give us the figures win if you know 
them off the top of your head up 32 Peter so just another incredible finish some of the global markets 
finished on record highs yesterday as well Paris London Frankfurt all closed out the years on a very high 
note okay we're a little misleading with that number on that was actually the market for the year and | don't 
want to make you shout any more than you have to but you know you said some when the bell was rung to 
open the market today by Muhammad Ali you were you were talking a little bit about what this marketplace 


would be like in the next century for those who weren't here can you review a touch of it that may be more 
fully electronic some people think there may not be a floor based trading that you see here at the New York 
Stock Exchange already we have markets in the world 
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already we have markets in the world where it's all done by computer and anytime anywhere kind of model 
for trading stocks 24/7 that's what we could be headed for thanks very much Betsy and | do something with 
your voice | want to go back now down to Times Square on the subject of electronic trading and everything 
juju Chang is down there in the square with someone who is described as the e-commerce Man of the Year 
bears explanation juju well we're standing here with Brian CEO of earth Kenworth cam is conducting a 24- 
hour web site and web broadcast of the Time Square festivities and Bryan is joining us Bryan where do you 
see e-business going in the next millennium well actually webcam is going to be a big part of the business 
going forward live visual information on the Internet is a key area and that's what we're all company 
Earthcare has been forged you get big areas in not only will you have images on computers you'll have them 
on your cell phones handheld devices we see it as a key area why is it such a booming part of the Nasdaq 
and a larger economy he business is so hot it is it really is amazing because people realize it's a whole new 
medium that's out there whole new world and they realized that even someone at home sitting at that 
computer now can direct their attention worldwide and they can expand and reach out around the world it's 
an amazing opportunity that's happening right now you have 5000 cameras stationed around the globe and 
you have 10 here in Times Square why do people come to earth cam into sites like yours well you know | 
think visual information and getting a chance to explore the planet is very very compelling people love to be 
able to go rather than go instantly live The Times Square that's very cool if you're living in Sri Lanka or 
someplace like that great thank you very much the webcast is being hosted and will continue for 24 hours 
Peter back to you thanks very much to you a good reminder there of how we are all linked together in so 
many different ways at the end of this entry when we come back speaking of the subject of a wide world 
we're gonna talk to ABC's Jim McKay who's taken us 
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talk to ABC's Jim McKay who's taken us so many places in a latter part of this century to cover the world's 
great sports [Music] from around the world see mm we'll continue in a moment you well it's what's going on 
it's kind of hard to keep up with but we've been giving Paris a lot of attention today for obvious reasons right 
there at the heart of modern Europe and we hear Barbara Walters in Paris right now that there's a problem 
with the clock well Peter they are tearing their hair | got the Eiffel Tower since April of 1997 a thousand days 
ago they've been counting down the days then the hours and the minutes are supposed to come but if you 
look at the Eiffel Tower now there is a glitch it says one and a T it isn't moving they always aren't being 
counted down and we don't know whether it's synchronized later with the 20,000 bulbs 
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synchronized later with the 20,000 bulbs that are supposed to shine and the fireworks but right now there is a 
glitch in the Eiffel Tower and they we can imagine | hope you keep on a sonnet Barbara in the meantime let's 
go to Leipzig in Germany [Applause] [Music] [Applause] at the famous kovanda house with the famous 
kovanda house pork astre in leipzig which used to be East Germany and now is Germany again they are 
playing Beethoven's and singing Beethoven's and acting Beethoven's Ode to Joy [Music] one of the things 
we're trying to do is catch everything on tape and Roger Goodwin our director in the control room if you'll get 
me the famous ode to joy' chorus perhaps we could listen to it after we have talked to a man for whom the 
theme ode to joy' was always 
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the theme ode to joy' was always emblematic of at least one point in the Olympics Jim McKay who has seen 
as much of the world as anybody and is a very close friend of a lot of ours is here with us from our 
Washington bureau today well Jim as you look back on the century you must have just one pocketful or 
pockets full of memories well | do it at this moment I can't stop thinking about the very different mood the last 
time that you and | worked on a marathon telecast Munich in 1972 that's right very much indeed do you want 
to take us through some of the great athletes you've been associated with in all of your career something like 
that the history history of sports from about five minutes talk why'd you roll it the first minority sports hero was 
Jim Thorpe the Native American was a football star at Carlisle Indian School a decathlon gold medalist in the 
1912 Olympics and a big league ballplayer he still considered the greatest all-around athlete at a time when 
the mere thought of having a black man in the same ring as a white man made most whites uncomfortable 
Jack Johnson became the heavyweight boxing champion but he committed the then unforgivable sin of 
marrying a white woman and a flaunting his newfound wealth baseball the only true professional team sport 
suffered a near-fatal blow when members of the Chicago White Sox threw the World Series in 1919 a stern 
judge named Kennesaw Mountain Landis was hired as commissioner he restored the game's integrity and a 
barrel-chested spindly legged KITT out of a Baltimore boys home became baseball's greatest star George 
Herman Ruth became the beloved babe who hit homeruns in numbers never dreamed up before in the 
process he blazed the trail for the professional athlete as a national icon he was the biggest star of a decade 
known as the Golden Age of sports but most of the heroes of the Golden Age were amateurs a gentle lawyer 
from Atlanta known to his fans as Bobby Jones achieved the Grand Slam of golf and received a ticker tape 
parade in New 
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and received a ticker tape parade in New York big Bill Tilden stood astride the world of tennis football's 
biggest stars came from the college ranks not the pros there was Illinois galloping ghosts red grain and the 
fabled Four Horsemen of Notre Dame stilled rare Laden Miller and sleepy Jim Crowley for the first time 
women attained national eduation Helen Wills Moody Little Miss poker face they called her 119 major singles 
tennis championships and a New York secretary named Gertrude Ederle swam the English Channel the 
1930s saw the rise of a gracious young black man from Detroit to the Heavyweight Championship Joe 
Louis's fights with the German Max Schmeling were the stuff of legends he served his country during World 
War two and was loved as no other african-american athlete before him babe Didrikson became known as 
the first lady of sports and in the 1936 Olympics Jesse Owens won four gold medals and in the process 
shamed Otto pitler in his homeland baseball remained a lily-white Enclave until a parsimonious bible-quoting 
general manager named Branch Rickey broke the barrier by the simple but shattering act of signing Jackie 
Robinson to a big contract Robinson took vicious abused on the field and off from his opponents and even 
from some of his teammates but he won the day with grace and tremendous talent his arrival on the scene 
set the stage for the entire Civil Rights revolution that was to come still black basketball stars could only find 
fame with the comic relief of the Harlem Globetrotters it's difficult to recall that pro basketball was once all 
fight but it was until truck cooper was signed by the boston celtics in 1950 the 1950s also marked the arrival 
of television was a powerful influence on the sports scene at first the new medium focused on questionable 
exhibitions like roller derby featuring a fierce young woman called toffee resume and pro wrestling as farcical 
then as it is today the costumes and characters of the 90s were foreshadowed by a platinum blonde rapper 
called gorgeous gorge but more serious 
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called gorgeous gorge but more serious sport was to come pro football exploded into the national spotlight 
with the first overtime game between the Colts and the Giants in 1959 it's still called by many but greatest 
game ever played and set the stage for the NFL of today Muhammad Ali came to the boxing scene as a 
teenage light heavyweight Olympic gold medalist in 1960 and dominated his sport for years at first he was a 
loudmouth poetry-writing upstart then a great heavyweight champion his refusal to serve in Vietnam cost him 
his crown for four years but he returned again and again and in the end he's a sentimental revered figure 
through the years all sports grew through television the Olympics began a transition from amateur to 


professional but it was an eMeter hockey team made up of American college students that pulled off the 
biggest upset in the history of any sport television rights money for events increased exponentially the word 
billions replace millions in negotiations this in turn sent support salaries into the stratosphere through the 80s 
and the 90s in at least one case the NBA one player more than earned his huge salary Michael Jordan made 
the pro basketball league almost by himself the NFL became a national obsession big league baseball 
despite strikes of endless haggling maintained his place as the national game and the women's soccer team 
grabbed the nation's attention and now the century ends the amadeur world of 1900 has all but disappeared 
the most flattering phrase that an athlete can hear is he's a real pro for the most dramatic change the 
increase of minority participation 77% of all NBA players and the NFL 65% baseball 41% and as the new 
millennium arise the most dramatic 
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millennium arise the most dramatic example is of all things a golfer until recent years minorities preceded 
golf championship only as caddie now Tiger Woods who celebrated his 24th birthday yesterday has already 
spoken up with the same reverence as Jones Hogan Nelson's deed Nicklaus and Palmer the century has 
seen dizzying changes on the planet with every passing year but it took the entire hundred years for the 
sports scene to go from lily-white to the rainbow landscape of skin color we see today let's hope we can pick 
up the pace in facing whatever new challenges arrived in the century to come well thank you very much for 
Jim McKay for doing that Jim | actually hadn't seen that before although | had read what you prepared I'll do 
troubled by the questionable exhibition sport roller derby ahead and slam roller derby like that | shouldn't Leo 
sellers baby it was one of the big deals in the early days of television references you didn't cover you any 
sport | haven't covered yeah oh I'm sure there are some where actually | haven't covered football for a long 
long time | did in the early days | covered the Navy games when there were only seven stations | believe on 
the CBS network at that time this was Boston New York Philadelphia Washington only five stations we were 
the fifth station in the country you know given that we're talking about the century of the first great sports 
personality in the centuries Babe Ruth yes to me absolutely number one think about it Peter as a pitcher with 
the Boston Red Sox every year his earned run average was under three in one year | believe it was under 
two then he went to New York was traded to New York of course and in the first year hit more home runs 
than the entire rest of the league all the rest of the teams had hit he was the first guy to hit 30 home runs 41 
was 51 was 60 home runs and he and judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis | think the first Commissioner 
actually saved the sport in addition so that he it was the precursor of the big money days for professional 
athletes in this country 


00:50:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sx9vhIGfPik&t=3000s 





professional athletes in this country remember one year he made $100,000 | think and somebody this was 
during the Depression and a reporter actually said you know you made more money than President Hoover 
did last year and the base said in his famous slide yeah but | had a much better year exactly you know ESPN 
| notice is chosen Michael Jordan yeah as the athlete of the century I've seen other people wanted to choose 
Muhammad Ali who we saw ring the opening bell today do you have one iota Don that and | vote Babe Ruth 
number one and Muhammad Ali number two | take nothing away from Michael Jordan he is just unbelievable 
and I'd walk a block to see him play any time but | think the other two just had such tremendous influence 
they they changed their sport and hit influences on society there was one other thinking in global terms | was 
reading a Rob Hughes who writes the sports column for the International Herald Tribune yes Dean and he 
chooses Pele the great soccer player well this was always supposed to be North Americans in the ESPN 
thing and where would you put someone like Pele and they're on world terms | would put it up there with 
Muhammad Ali now in all of sports you're you've ended up with your greatest love being horse racing am i 
right yeah we didn't mention horse racing in the piece and the reason is a lot of people grill some people 
anyway don't consider jockeys or horses athletes and | totally disagree with that | mean if secretary it wasn't 
an athlete when he won the Belmont by 31 malanez | don't know who was and as for jockeys you know dr. 
Carlin who was the famous orthopedist out in California once gave a number of athletes from all this tests in 
different disciplines the winner there were baseball players football players everybody the winner was bill 


shoemaker the famous jock and of course we just saw saw Willie shoemakers record broken just several 
weeks ago by Lafitte pin Chi jr. so you'd have to put in a many famous athletes of the century shoemaker 
and the great Eddie Arcaro Lafitte pink-eyed jr. and and probably some of the others of today well you've had 
a wonderful life and you brought us a wonderful world of sports for many years it's great to see you thanks 
for coming in 
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great to see you thanks for coming in thank you very much Peter Jim McKay who when he's not calling him 
is down at his farm in Baltimore and they're not too far from the track at any given moment and just to bring 
back a few memories for him | was talking a little bit about ode to joy’ the first time | heard ode to joy' that 
sticks absolutely in my memories in southern Africa because many countries took Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony and use that as their national anthem changed a great deal in southern Africa and of course ABC 
chose it for many years to signify its coverage of the Olympics so here in honor of Jim McKay is a little more 
Beethoven ode to joy' [Music] ESPN Classic presents a special New Year's Day showing a VSP n sports 
centuries 50 greatest athletes the view missed any of the 50 greatest athlete profiles here's your chance to 
see the countdown presented in its entirety an all-day round-the-clock marathon that no sports fans should 
miss watch ESPN sports entries 50 greatest athletes marathon beginning at 7 a.m. New Year's Day only on 
ESPN Classic this is ABC mm the celebration of the millennium brought to you by Toyota taking you into the 
new millennium and by Acuvue contact lenses vision for the new millennium [Music] you 
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they're lined up here waiting for the fireworks as soon as it's 12 o'clock there's a barge out there that the Taj 
Mahal Hotel which is right here world-famous hotel has supplied it's going to greet the folks that then there 
are going to be huge fireworks this by the way is a subdued crowd this country is officially in mourning for the 
death of the late president Sharma but take a look not very subdued lots of other parties going on around 
India down the beach and go a huge international party palaces in Rajasthan but right here we have the folks 
out in the public square waiting to celebrate their well live this is now a nuclear nation as well and if we said 
about to become the world's most populous nation perhaps sometimes in the next 50 the world's largest 
parliamentary democracy there must be a tremendous sense of confidence there in many respects tonight 
you know there is great hope and a lot of wishes here but interestingly wishes for ordinary things the 
newspaper asked people what their wild wishes were they said they want water to come out of the taps they 
want people to be fed a very sobering thought 
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people to be fed a very sobering thought even at an exciting moment like this well as we watch it talk to us a 
little bit about whatever's going on there is your choice but also about the two different kinds of India urban 
and rural well let me first tell you that the people here tonight are celebrating mostly because they love a 
party there's not a huge amount of excitement that it happens to be the turn of the minute led the Millennium 
India loves to celebrate l'm told there are more holidays here than in any other country in the world so this is 
just a great big party for them but it is a land of immense contrast Peter as you well know here in Bombay we 
have billionaires and we have ragpickers this is a country where they've invented a huge amount of the 
world's computer software and still more than half the country is illiterate just a staggering staggering poverty 
and yet they do know how to have a good time [Applause] [Music] and so India passes into the new 
millennium [Applause] well this country that really had its greatest midnight the only a couple of years ago 
when it celebrated its independence fifty years ago in 1948 the war of independence which led to partition 
between India and Pakistan and what is now Bangladesh and Peter if | might add a very curious thing about 
the Hindi language which is spoken by the majority of people here although of course there are about 18 
official languages but in Hindi the word yesterday is the same as the word for tomorrow a very different 
sense of time from what we have in America what are we looking at in terms of a physical structurally you 
are looking at the Gateway of India Peter this is curiously 
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Gateway of India Peter this is curiously a relic from the monarch this was built at the beginning of this century 
or now | should say the last one in 1911 to commemorate the visit by King George the fifth The Revenge the 
ruling monarch of course India as you say now independent the world's largest democracy and it's just fine 
with them to be celebrating by by a structure that was built to buy and to commemorate the British that's 
okay nobody minds that the British were here as long as they've got their independence now and India got its 
independence and Britain as we said in 1940 1947 and they've just had a very tough negotiation about a 
hijacking situation up in Afghanistan has that settled well with the people the fact that India helped to resolve 
this as it did Peter all the opinions are not in yet | will tell you that while | was here as you know covering it 
during this week and there was a man the emotion about that issue the people wanted the Indians wanted 
their passengers back they wanted their plane back they are furious at the hijackers there is a strong sense 
of continuing to fight for Kashmir so | don't Know how it's going to work since those three militants were 
released this says you have to play out in the press and among the people right now there is obviously 
exuberance that the crisis is over but we don't have the fallout yet from the deal that was made by the Indian 
government with the hostage takers when we sent Lin to India for the celebration we also asked her to talk 
about population as well Linda Lin would you like to take us in that direction Peter this is a country you've 
mentioned of 1 billion people China already has a billion people they got there in the 1980s India just got 
there at least by all estimates but China has a literacy rate of around 80 or 83 or 90% and in 
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rate of around 80 or 83 or 90% and in India it's something like 53% India has the same number of people 
they have not done as well and that's one of the huge problems here another major problem and in deal with 
the population is that something like a third of the population is under of 25 take a look at the situation in 
India and the rest of the developing world if every human on earth weighed exactly the same here's how our 
planet might look lopsided in Asia specifically China and India where one-third of the world's population now 
lives [Music] it took the world three centuries until 1800 to grow to 1 billion but it's taken India and China only 
3 decades to get their populations to 1 billion each by 2050 India is expected to add another half a billion 
making it the most populous country on the globe and that threatens already dwindling resources many of 
these countries including India are simply out running their water supplies water shortages will translate into 
food shortages and that in turn could increase malnutrition and hunger and and especially infant mortality 
more people also means more cities half the world is expected to live in urban areas within 5 years and more 
pavement means less open land less space for the other creatures on our planet well India has actually 
started to slow its rate of growth bringing fertility rates down in the middle of the 20th century Indian women 
on average had about 6 children per woman today they have 3 that's both because Indian women especially 
young 
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because Indian women especially young Indian women want smaller families than their mothers had and it's 
also because the government has been at least modestly successful in providing good family planning 
services to the people of India ironically when family planning is too successful falling birth rates can lead to 
equally gloomy predictions in Italy for instance as in several other developed countries more people are 
dying than are being born which means the average age there by 2050 is predicted to be 70 the goal experts 
say to reach a stable society is for each couple to reproduce itself to parents to babies that happens to be 
precisely where the United States is today [Music] in other words demography is not destiny societies can 
change the question is can those facing the biggest challenges change fast enough to make a difference and 
so we get a look at the burdens of population and the challenges of population in the next century | want to 
go back to Lynn Sherr very briefly in India Lynn that celebration that we've been watching behind you | 
apologize for still being confused is out in the harbor out in the bay of Bombay watching on videotape that is 
that is right behind me in the Arabian Sea it's in the harbor right behind the Gateway of India to get your 
bearings | know you've been here lots the Taj Mahal hotel which supplied the fireworks is essentially where 


I'm standing right behind me is the large public space the gateway is behind my right shoulder the Arabian 
Sea behind my left that's what's going on okay thanks very much apologize for my confusion I'm sure by the 
ways go to chat live from Bombay on abcnews.com Lynn this is your first visit to India | want to know what 
your most powerful impression is is the 


01:08:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9vhIGfPik&t=4082s 





your most powerful impression is is the number of people it's staggering it's so hard to wrap your mind 
around the fact that there are just many people almost everywhere Peter this country adds 20 let's see 20 
million people a year that's the size of Australia 50,000 new babies a day you see it in the cities you see it in 
the countryside this is a very very large train to start to turn around it's happening but it's going to take a 
while Peter okay Lin thanks very much for a wonderful job in India what a place to celebrate the new 
millennium looking at the past and the future in terms of population | want to talk just a little bit with someone 
who's a student of population and we're now talking about population growth in very dramatic ways canned | 
called in San Francisco who's the author of how the 21st century will be ruled by the new whole you're a 
baby boomer | can tell by looking at you as she as you as you see us going around the world today can and 
looking at the exploding population in some places it must give you shivers in some respects well yes it does 
just to imagine that the idea of 20 million births per year in India which is five times the number of bursts and 
there were during our great baby boom after World War two but as you know what what I find particularly 
interesting is not just the number of babies being born but how many of us will be living longer and longer 
and even longer in the 21st century so as a as a demographer in some respect what do you think it's gonna 
look like by 2050 well Peter with regard to longevity let's keep in mind that throughout 99% of human history 
the average life expectation worldwide was less than 18 years true and truth of it is in the past most people 
didn't age we all died very young in the 19th and 20th centuries we've seen extraordinary advances in 
medicine and pharmacy in public health which have begun to give us all somewhat of a taste of a long life 
but the real longevity revolution the real fireworks are just about to occur | think there's a very strong 
likelihood that by the middle of this new century average life expectancy in the industrialized world will have 
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the industrialized world will have lifted up to somewhere between 90 and 100 and | think people living to 120 
or 150 will become commonplace which raises all sorts of all sorts of potential burdens the United Nations 
tells us will spend more time caring for our parents and for our children in this century right and the parents 
that will be cared for at the end of the day will be us one of the hardest things for people in our age group to 
consider is that when we think of the new old those people living 80 or 100 or 150 years in this new century 
this will not be our mom and dad's generation necessarily this will be ours we will be the people living these 
long lives going back to school at seventy late blooming at 90 learning new technologies and new careers at 
100 and | was even reflecting Peter that if you and | are still around we might be doing this show a hundred 
years from now a little more gray in our hair well you might be doing it around and | notice you you're the one 
who calls it from baby boom to age wave right is that you or did you coin that phrase yes that is a phrase | 
I've used yes and and any predictions about the century won't do you any bodily harm if you can't think of 
one on the spot no truth of it is the 20th century was very much the century of youth and that that youth really 
hit a high point with the emergence of the 78 million strong baby boom in the second half of this century but 
in the 21st century the population growth we're going to see here is going to be from people over the age of 
50 the new Mick Jagger at 56 you know the Sean Connery at 69 the John Glenn going up into space at 78 
and so the boomers will not give up their center of gravity they won't give up their power but they will adopt a 
new mantle a new style and this file will be maturity and in truth in the years to come the mature population 
will control more and more of the economic strength they'll have unrivaled political might and indeed the 
epicenter of American culture and all the modernized nations of the world will shift from youth to old and as 
you said at the beginning of this segment whereas the 20th century was ruled by the young the 21st century 
is going to be ruled by the new old can thank you very much Ken back wall in San Francisco very interesting 
take on what it's going to be like in the next century as | say at ABCs Lyn sure can be 
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century as | say at ABCs Lyn sure can be talked to in person from Bombay on abcnews.com we'll be back in 
just a moment from around the world ABC mm we'll continue in a moment [Music] you 
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well we've been talking a lot about Time Square and | don't think we want you to think that we're oblivious to 
what goes on around us you've noticed several fire trucks in the middle of the square at the moment which is 
why these lanes are left over there is a there's something going on and it's in our building right above us you 
can see just above us there we don't think it's serious but now you get a very good clear example of why the 
New York authorities leave all of the side streets open though you can't park a car within 24 square blocks of 
this place and how easy and how efficiently they have made it for the fire department to get around this 
particular part of town today there's something going on above us we do not know what it is but we do not 
believe it is serious now we've had the most serious and wonderful exhibition of century change in many 
parts of the world and before the end of the day is | hope if you haven't seen them all we'll make sure that 
you do see them all let's go to Asia again where so many of the great dramatic moments have occurred so 
far in terms of celebration first to the capital of China used to be called Peking now it's Beijing [Music] the 
Communist Chinese leadership showed up in the land which gave the rest of the world fireworks where 
many of the fireworks in the world are still preserved to celebrate as they did on the banks of the river which 
sell separates the Bund in old Shanghai to new Shanghai that's new Shanghai and this is Taiwan there's a 
plethora fireworks but here in Taiwan they've did something interesting flying the sky lanterns for centuries 
they were used as the way to communicate and then we went to Indonesia as well that troubled nation today 
to celebrate on the island of Java and see the celebration there of the long 35 4000 year history of 
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the long 35 4000 year history of Indonesia as well | was the quickest highlight package I've seen in a long 
time at any rate there are these wonderful crowds in Times Square which have given this place absolutely 
tremendous sense of block to block to block enthusiasm because as the rest of the world has celebrated the 
times 2,000 group here has celebrated right along with them and as we count down in various parts of the 
world we have had the people in Times Square counting down with us as well we don't know if they fix the 
clock in Paris but we certainly know that Charlie Gibson is in London fairly Peter as | have watched you now 
for almost nine hours you know | think broadcasters get somewhat jaded about what we can do in terms of 
linking parts of the world but this is really the most extraordinary example I've ever seen of putting together 
literally the global villages you've gone from the remote islands in the South Pacific through Japan the China 
India just a few moments ago these linkages are so important and the expressions of hope that we have 
seen from every country so important | mentioned all of this because there was a very important linkage just 
a few moments ago actually put together by the BBC and RTE which is the Irish Broadcasting System in the 
center of derry/londonderry the embattled town of Northern Ireland there were a hundred thousand people 
gathered two thousand singers linked symbolically and literally with Dublin were the three Irish Tenors and a 
female soloist as well we're singing in front of a crowd of 20,000 and they sang the haunting Irish melody 
Danny Boy [Music] 
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[Music] and Catholics singing together and it is such a sign of hopefulness in Ireland where maybe maybe 
maybe there is now a chance for peace given the efforts of so many in the north and the south senator 
Mitchell from the United States among others maybe there's a chance for peace and that linkage very 
symbolic of it singers in Derry and singers in Dublin United and so on Peter thanks charlie the Derry air from 
the siege of Derry in 1689 and now to the end of the troubles long long time and very moving some people | 
know had listened to that song all day and probably all night we'll be back in a minute but as we go out let's 
check the first sunrise in Sydney Australia [Music] 
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isn't it appropriate the man playing the didgeridoo is an Irish heritage [Music] you [Music] you 
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[Music] it seems several hours ago now that Ginny Walker called in from New Zealand to tell us that the first 
baby had been born in New Zealand and it was a boy the first baby of the century I'm not sure it will hold as a 
claim if you think about all of the argument there was about who's gonna have the first midnight on the first 
sunlight but we did ask ABC's Aaron Brown to try to compile for you a list this is the season of lists of course 
some of the century's first here's what he's got [Applause] first seemed to matter a lot sandwiched in 
between the first millennium celebration and the first spectacular fireworks display you might have missed 
the first wedding 467 miles off the coast of New Zealand Chatham Islands Monique crude who runs a 
hardware store they're married Dean Baird not long after the first baby was born we believe this is actually 
the first girl baby born in New Zealand er the shots of the first boy baby born are apparently caught up at the 
first traffic jam of the new century the first attempt to defy death took some rehearsal but when midnight 
struck the chord was ready the jumper was ready and so were the record roll and while much of the world 
celebrated in traditional costumes with customs that go back centuries Philadelphia began its days 
celebrations in sweats running up the steps of the Art Museum a tradition that dates back to the first rocky 
movie back in the late 70s and while none of these events may be as spectacular as this one don't try telling 
that to them or confirm 
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there will be so many more first by the time we're finished thank you very much Aaron Brown as we were 
talking to Jim McKay we couldn't help but be struck by how much change there has been in the area of 
sports particularly for women and in insight magazine recently there's an article which says by the middle of 
the 21st century female athletes not only will compete head-to-head against males but in fact may overtake 
them particularly in track and swimming to talk about women and sports were joined from our Bureau | 
believe in Los Angeles ABC and ESPN's Robin Roberts Rob what you first thought about women in this 
century and sports my first thought is | go to 1932 and babe Didrikson Zaharias was so bold so brash was 
such a fabulous athlete in track and field later was one of the founders of the LPGA Tour and one many golf 
tournaments but really you know this is a time when everyone's looking back and trying to find the significant 
occurrences of the century and babe Didrikson was the first bona fide superstar for women athletes in this 
century and you follow that up in 1972 which was a very significant time for all women and the fact that title 9 
was passed | am a baby of title 9 | was 12 years old and Peter | can remember the distinct difference before 
title 9 and after explain to me what title 9 is title 9 was the passage in which that if a sport was made 
available for a man it had to also be made available for a woman especially in schools any school that 
received federal funding had to also make sure that a sport was available for both girls and boy and the fact 
that that happened in 1972 at a time when a lot of things were happening for women in this country equal 
rights and such | really feel it was one of the most significant occurrences of the 20th century for 
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occurrences of the 20th century for women in this country did it did it make a difference in terms of prowess 
or | shouldn't say simply but simply in equality did it make difference in more than just political and social 
equality it was it's far reaching when | say that | am a product of title 9 it has nothing to deal with the fact that 
| went on to be a network sports caster it has everything to do with the fact that | was given an opportunity 
exposed to the same things that men were exposed to in sport the intangibles that you learn about being 
self-confident all those things that for generations centuries if you will men have used to go on to be 
successful in businesses and other areas of life has nothing to do simply with the playing field and that was 
the impact of title 9 the fact that it was able to make women exposed to something to help them be more 
powerful outside of the playing field for no particular reason two things come to mind | mean first of all how 
popular girls basketball is in parts of the country and secondly what John McEnroe has been saying recently 


about men's tennis and women's tennis women's tennis is quite frankly just more interesting than men's 
tennis to a great many people at the moment - do you foresee a time when men and women are going to 
compete in some sports on an equal footing well | go back again to 1972 when Billie Jean King competed 
against Bobby Riggs and | was a gimmick but perhaps it was more symbolic than it was significant and 
you're correct there about being a gimmick but it was a gimmick | can still hear our former colleague Howard 
Cosell calling the action in the Astrodome it was full it was a capacity crowd millions upon millions watching 
on television until recently it was the most watched sporting event of the century that kind of impact the fact 
that they were playing a man playing against the woman and Billie Jean King really didn't want to play that 
match but Margaret Court had lost to Bobby Riggs earlier so it really forced her to play but to answer your 
question do | think there will be a time that men and women will compete head-to-head no | mean genetically 
men are more powerful that's not something that's going to change perhaps it will in the 21st century but 
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perhaps it will in the 21st century but it's more important that women be given that opportunity in the WNBA 
to play not necessarily in the NBA if someone should be successful and be able to play in the NBA well so be 
it but | think it's more important that they have a venue in which they can play on equal footing okay well 
thanks very much Robin drummers who watch you often on sports thank you very much for talking to us 
about women in sports today and there's another line in that same article which says that one of the things 
we should look forward to in the 21st athlete century is that the possibility that a female athlete will break the 
gender barrier it's one of the things to look forward to as we look ahead we'll be back ABC mm we'll continue 
live from around the world in just a moment you [Music] you it's the left it to apply and time let us give you 
some headlines in the rest was tremendous day here on Wall Street the place you may have been with has 
ended with a tremendous bang full of bells whistles and a couple of Records the Dow Jones Industrials went 
up 44th points to close at 11,000 497 that gives the index of 25% gained for the year and the Nasdaq 
climbed just over 32 points to 4,000 69 that's up 84 percent from last year on the Nasdaq a little while ago 
well we'll come to the Panama Canal in Cuba in just a second but the big news early this morning was the 
president Boris Yeltsin of Russia said he was out of it he was no longer going to be the president he turned 
over power to Vladimir Putin who's become Russia's acting president and mr. Putin and mr. Yeltsin and 
President Clinton have all been in touch with one another and not too long ago there was the official 
ceremony which made Panama the sole owner the sole guardian the sole controller of the Panama Canal 
taking us 
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controller of the Panama Canal taking us back very much in memory terms to the beginning of the century 
when the United States built the Panama Canal which made us think that in 1900 Havana in fact all of Cuba 
was under US military control after Spain's defeat in the spanish-american war of 1898 and then in 1959 
Fidel Castro came to power in the United States and Cuba have had this utterly strange in many people's 
views and very cantankerous very antagonistic relationship ever since and this afternoon where Old Havana 
meets the new city we are going to go to cynthia mcfadden who is there in the heart of the old city hi Cynthia 
and what's it like in Cuba today hello Peter I'm standing in Central Park Central Park and Havana today is a 
national holiday and while it is officially the year 2000 about to happen here the millennium doesn't officially 
begin until next year so if you miss the celebrations this year you can come down next year because there 
will be celebrations once again we paid a visit yesterday to the schools to talk to children about the start of 
the year 2000 and their feelings about the United States it was a fascinating day Peter part of what the 
children talked about was their fear of the United States and how they felt that they didn't want to come to the 
United States because it was a place where they kidnapped children a direct reference of course Italy and 
Gonzalez the children also said that the United States was just a place where there was money and money 
wasn't what was most important | should mention Peter that you know as you talk about the global 
community Cuba is a place because of the small number of computers here in the classrooms we visited 
yesterday there was certainly no computers and almost no paper that we could see this is the place where 
the children's role models their idols are 
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children's role models their idols are are not the baseball players or Madonna pop stars their role models are 
engineers and teachers and librarians which is who all the children we spoke to yesterday said they wanted 
to be from a Cuban front of us everybody knows | guess education and participation in the third world are 
very much what Cuba has stood for at least in the developing world | know you have a very important guest 
there with you so why don't you introduce him and and perhaps talk with him before he leaves on this yes 
exactly Peter well as you know Ricardo alekan is the president of the National Assembly and he joins me 
here in Central Park mr. alekan welcome and let me ask you what is the change in power in the Soviet Union 
today what does that mean for Cuba well | think that is an internal matter of Russia and | hope that the 
country will continue evolving normally and that President Yeltsin substitute will continue conducting the 
country in a proper way as you reflect back on the year since the Revolution here what what do you see as 
the greatest accomplishment of the revolution the greatest accomplishment is the sense of dignity and 
independence that our people now enjoys and what would you say is something that you hope to see 
achieve for Cuba in the years to come | think that the our people are say everybody else look forward to a 
new era of peace of tranquility of prosperity and they | would say talking to you at this moment that would 
especially look forward to having a normal and friendly relationship with the American people as good 
neighbors should they do do you anticipate the end of the embargo | ensure that he of corn or in the new 
millennium or even in the new century but pretty soon that policy has to be changed we are now entering a 
new year turning 


01:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sx9vhIGfPik&t=6121s 





are now entering a new year turning point in history humans are celebrating as everybody throughout the 
world but as you know Cynthia at the same time it's a sad moment for us because one child and one family 
has been arbitrarily separated from each other and that's a very sorrow element in their war celebration this 
day Peter one of the things you had said to me before coming to Cuba was to look at the billboards for what 
the Cuban people were thinking the billboards here in Havana and throughout the countryside have Ilya 
Gonzalez a six year old young young boy who was in Miami have his picture plastered across them saying 
free Elyon sources have told us from Washington and from high-level sources here in Cuba that the | NS is 
going to be interviewing elion father once again in the cut days to come can you comment on that | would not 
like to to make any comment that may create difficulties to the process that the ANS is doing let me just say 
that is met with this father almost 18 days ago that they had received more than a month ago a formal 
request from a father to have his son back and ensure that the father will be ready to do any additional effort 
to to fulfill that dream the problem is that ans should really act a boy belong with his father and is particular 
this time of the year it is very very sad to see that this small child has been separated mr. Oliphant let's Peter 
Jennings its beginnings in New York hello how are you how are you sir nice to see you again | have one 
question about the continuing saga billion Gonzalez are you surprised to see how the already difficult 
relationship between the United States and Cuba can get set off almost explosively by a single incident like 
this it doesn't argue very well for the two countries getting closer together in the next century doesn't 
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that's it | think | think that that is a very simple problem that should have not existed at all it's not a matter for 
Gorman's not a matter for politics is a very simple matter a child belongs with his father and and that is that 
something that is clear in your law is clear in your tradition is at this time of the year we should be very in 
tribute to family to respect this institution of the so fundamentally your culture as it is in ours well mr. Allen 
yeah forgive me for interrupting and | because | can | apologize for interrupting but | guess the point | was 
making that in your country and in this one the the incident of Gonzales Ely and Gonzales has become an 
enormous political event you've made an enormous political event in Cuba | take your point about what you 
say achild and his father | think many Americans do but it's become an enormous political event in both 
countries how did the two countries get closer together how did the problem of cuban-american relations 
ever get solved if this can be something like this could be so explosive well what about returning a small boy 


to his father as a first step it is true that here in this country that has become a very big issue but we started 
complaining more than a week after Elian was in the hands of a bunch of local politicians in Miami that try to 
manipulate that small boy for political purposes that's something completely on American and on Cuban let's 
have the child back with his father with his four grandparents and his great-grandmother all of them are here 
let's get out the politics of the this issue but only Philippe the only possible solution returning him where he 
belongs thank you very much for your time 
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thank you very much for your time Ricardo LeCompte president of Cuba's National Assembly one of the 
most influential politicians in Cuba but he certainly makes the point that we're all aware of whether we're 
gonna go back to Cynthia as the day goes on because there will be an important and very festive celebration 
in Cuba tonight which will evoke a lot of memories for for Americans Mr Alacran makes a very good point 
that the boy has become a very powerful tool or become a pawn really in a very powerful argument which 
continues to go on between Fidel Castro and the Cuban exile community or at least much of it in the United 
States will continue our Millennium coverage in just a moment ABC mm will continued live from around the 
world in just a moment [Music] you 
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this is how they're celebrating in Warsaw the Polish countable [Music] takes you between my outlets and 
match this remember the survival in this music [Music] you get a hint in the background the air of the city that 
seems so much history rap in Warsaw the city destroyed by the Germans during World War Two and later 
restored at least here at the center [Music] theme of this performance is hope of all the countries in Eastern 
Europe Poland has probably done as well as any in many cases better since the end of communism it all 
began with solidarity there you see the old castle in the background not 
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see the old castle in the background not much left after World War two [Music] polish state itself as a 
thousand years old and when we come back we're going to talk to Cokie Roberts in Rome about the Polish 
Pope John Paul the second this is ABC 2000 the celebration of the millennium brought to you by 
britannica.com what's on your mind and buy hewlett packard a company of inventors in silicon valley [Music] 
you 
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we're in the Royal Palace at Stockholm in Sweden and many of you especially those of you who are younger 
will recognize a Swedish star here there and everywhere Robin [Music] the king and queen of Sweden who 
decided to give this party in the Royal Palace a 300 year old royal palace right in the centre to Stockholm it's 
even on a couple of other councils that were there before lovin [Music] 
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[Music] well then sweeping so far they have been more dressed up than anybody else we have seen so far 
in the world | think that is Victoria the Crown Princess of Sweden and the heir to the throne their home on 
vacation from her studies at Yale University in the United States so many people in this new century still 
coming still increasingly coming to America from around the world particularly for their advanced education 
and one word about that fire that was upstairs in our building it's not a fire they apparently vent the steam out 
of this building every day but nobody bothered to tell the fire department or somebody called the fire 
department when they didn't really need to do it we said we were going to talk a little bit about the Polish 
Pope so let's go to Vatican City and to ABC's Cokie Roberts okay what Cokie what is the Pope's day been 
like today he is after all so old and so frail but he actually was looking pretty good earlier today Peter looking 
ruddy and healthy he's just had an absolutely beautiful bet Vespers service here at st. Peter's where he gave 


a message about mankind being the only creature that understands about the passing of time and warned of 
a self we can write our own histories and warned about writing a history for the next century where science 
shouldn't technology should work to benefit humans not to hurt them Pope will come out again at midnight at 
the traditional spot at his window to give another message but before that there will be rock music here in st. 
Peter's Square something called hot music and an Italian heartthrob Claudio Baglioni and Queen Esther 
marrow from Harlem will be here which means you got a love Italy Peter this is a country where you can do 
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Peter this is a country where you can do anything like that and | think a year without Italy is a very bad year 
indeed and | want to show you something we've put together from A to Z it's the best country on earth 
Angelo oh no the river antipasto Armani Giorgio Armani Alps artichokes and then there's Botticelli Bellini 
Bernini bochi bochi and barchi it's hard to argue with cafe expresso cappuccino Cupid's crucifixes Cardinals 
or take David Dante Donatello della robia de Soto da Vinci Georgie delicious Etna Ekberg in la dolce vita 
[Music] it's fantastical we have forgot your formaggio for jolie fettuccine Bellini Florence frescoes mountains 
what about Gil and | or gondolas George Argentina butchy Hadrian's villa Hotel hasslin or simply Italia 
indubitably indisputably incredible not convinced how about Julius Caesar the coffee hosta bubbly leafy 
nausea leaning power and the marvelous marchello Mastriani Madonna the original one then there's the 
Nativity Naples neo-realism organ opera leads to poverty leads to 


02:02:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sx9vhIGfPik&t=7323s 





organ opera leads to poverty leads to pee brace yourselves we've got the Regina popper Adele the 
Pellegrino pizza we've got piazza pesto parmesan the pope and let's not forget for shoot the Prosecco Ponte 
Vecchio quiet chapels then this ricotta risotto Rossellini Rossini Rome the stupendous and Marple sent 
approaches of an Aurora Swiss Guards and st. Petersburg Sicily Turin Titian tiramisu also temples tapestries 
Papa umbrella Pines Fitzie the museum you're listening to Vivaldi Venice Verona bangali vino everybody in 
Italy drinks me no Versace [Music] white truffles wet cobblestones last but not least zu carry brother zu carry 
palace zucchini zany film directors | am so full of joy that said my body is the steering moving in a very bad 
way we rest our case Oh cookie that's fantastic that's fantastic [Laughter] well Charlie hang on a second we 
may give you a chance in just a moment can't possibly he can't possibly be saying England there's more fun 
is he gonna go to mashed potatoes okay that was 
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to mashed potatoes okay that was spectacular thank you very much Charlie you want to go you don't have a 
go at this | would say first of all I'm amazed that she's been working on her accent that hard but | would say 
like she is all wet like that Tower of Pisa she is not quite on the level and | think she has been drinking too 
much of the vino vino vino [Laughter] | was talking to a wonderful Roman expert this week who was saying to 
me that on Rico Brahimi who said you know art is in our DNA we know good from bad from birth yeah well 
Kofi thank you very much indeed | must say that | lived in Rome in the late 1960s and | think | recognized 
every picture but I've never seen to put together like that before we'll have to put that one on tape let's go to 
Paris Barbara Walters you want to argue for France being the best country in the world under these 
circumstances well ok Koki okay you know we could also do the alphabet A to Z | made a few notes while we 
were talking about France | mean a we could start with the Arc de Triomphe the largest Firefox in the world 
commissioned by Napoleon perhaps the most famous general in the world it's also where another famous 
General Charles de Gaulle walked through that arch when Paris was liberated from the Germans in August 
of 1944 hey Toki let me keep going and then I'll give you time to button me let's just forget the alphabet let's 
just talk facts France has more tourists than any other country in the world seventy million tourists came here 
last year that's ten million more than the actual people who live in France so it must have something going 
here Paris is the city of romance no one will argue with that just think pokey there are 50 different songs in 
English written about Paris April in Paris the last time | saw Paris Paris in the spring | live Paris what do you 
have Volare let's keep going 
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you have Volare let's keep going Frenchmen of the subtlest and the sexiest what about Brigitte Bardot the 
sex kitten and Catherine Deneuve's still magnificent in her late 40s the whole world copies French food the 
whole world copies French styles Dior Chanel about miles Salamanca names known all over the world the 
greatest wines are not familiar but from France real champagne is produced only in France and the Eiffel 
Tower of course is the most famous landmark in all of Europe even if it is having a little glitch that they're 
trying to fix so that they can count down the minutes and the hours you know they have a few problems but 
you are going to see fireworks like you have never seen an 20,000 lights the whole city is a glitter Paris is the 
most beautiful city in the world and finally coking most married men in Italy called their wise mom are married 
men in France all their wives and others sharing some fur do not go all right the Arc de Triomphe a copy of 
the arch of Constantine the general Napoleon took his lessons from Julius Caesar | mean you know who 
started all of this it's gonna be a long day let's give the last feeling so let's go to Great Britain emphasis on 
the word great and leave it at Charlie Charlie absolutely | mean what's Cokie doing she's talking about food 
and wine from Italy sure they're fine | can't | can't defend the British food Barbara's defending France is the 
center of sex what do we have from Great Britain it gave the world democracy let's have a rundown of what 
this great country has to offer as much as this place has stayed the 
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as much as this place has stayed the same it has changed in this island nation the most popular dish is no 
longer fish and chips but curry the national sport is still cricket but they graciously let the world beat them at it 
[Music] never in the field of human country as much as things have changed Brits point with pride to their 
lasting contributions they gave the world the English language prepare their lovely liver here we go now and 
Shakespeare to be or not to be fair play and good manners democracy the royal family already made an 
unmissable soap opera it has turned out to be an annus horribilis afternoon tea the finest in Sussex and of 
course that most British of characteristics the century's report Zulus to the southwest a stiff upper lip [Music] 
so | rest | rest my case Koki any country that gives the world democracy you have to consider it the greatest 
in the world and how can you knock the British people if they drive on the right-hand side of the road and if 
they drink warm beer well it's got to be best here Peter you can put in a word for America if you will | was just 
going to say Charlie thank you very much and thank you Koki and thank you Barbara | want people at home 
to notice that when they all three of them have finished their assignments they're coming back here we'll be 
back in just a moment you they are celebrating the swirling sands of time because the country is being 
celebrated during this hour our Afghanistan Armenia Azerbaijan Mauritius Oman the Seychelles and the 
United Arab Emirates in the Persian Gulf thus the Arabian horses and | must tell you the Cokie Roberts our 
correspondent in Italy and the Vatican may have started something with this who has the best country take a 
look at two others of my colleagues overseas on the left in st. John's Newfoundland Kevin Newman and on 
the right at Copacabana beach at Rio in Brazil is ABC's bill Redeker well let Kevin Newman freeze for just a 
little while longer and go to Brazil the largest country in South America with a population of 168 million 
people big 
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population of 168 million people big celebration for them the Millennium Bill the biggest ever Peter and it's 
partly because this country is also celebrating five hundred years of discovery by Portugal what we're 
expecting here on Copacabana beach which is about three miles long is up to three million people three 
million of them and what a setting forget about Cokie and Charlie look at this we've got Sugarloaf behind us 
on the other end of the beach we've got Cork about a mountain with the price of Redeemer statue and a 
gorgeous beach with a very sensual people so a big night isn't ahead of us here now tell us tell us a little 
what it is they are celebrating their celebrating Christianity they're celebrating their their independence in 
many ways but they also represent an enormous challenge for the next millennium don't they a microcosm of 
all the challenges indeed | mean this is the biggest country in Latin America as you mentioned over 165 
million people the economy has just started to take off again the stock market closed the other day up a 


hundred and fifty two percent but at the same time there's a great disparity in income here twenty percent of 
Brazilians live in shanty towns called favelas they're up in the mountains here their little shanty towns where 
there's virtually no running water bootleg electricity drugs and crime is rampant there's a lot of street crime in 
Brazil so they've got the challenge of worrying about their people and also got the challenge of worrying 
about their environment as you're well aware the rainforest is under threat by illegal loggers and that statue 
of course reminds us you have more Catholics there than any other country in the world | think right it's the 
biggest Catholic country in the world about a hundred and twenty million people belong to the Roman 
Catholic Church and the church is under a little bit of a challenge as well the Evangelical Protestant 
movement is trying to wean away the members and there is so far quite successful at at about six hundred 
thousand converts a year so it was a challenge to the religious front here as well and you prepared a piece 
for us | Know on some of the cults which exist in Brazil or at least have chosen Brazil take us there would you 
Brazil is a melting pot and ethnic 
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Brazil is a melting pot and ethnic melting pot of Indian African and Portuguese and it's also multi- 
denominational it's very accepting of other religions even those that are a little bit more on Orthodox as those 
that can be found in the capital of Brazilian on an ancient plateau in the center of Brazil 750 miles from Rio 
something strange is going on welcome to Brasilia the unofficial world headquarters of the third millennium 
thousands are flocking here from all over the world everyone from spiritual tourists to new-age healers to 
UFO cultists who await evacuation during what they believe will be the coming apocalypse but just to be sure 
they've built this it's called a disco Porto makeshift airport for spaceships to find their way to Brasilia 
Fernando Gabi era has studied the cults in Brasilia he says that as bizarre as they may appear to outsiders 
they are part of a strong tradition in Brazil we have in Brazil many sects orientated for centuries Brazil has 
been able to mix religions comfortably everything from African rituals to Christian doctrines now as the 
millennium approaches add to that eastern philosophy new age healing and the belief in extraterrestrial 
visitors and you begin to understand Brasilia no where is that millennial mixture more evident then at the 
Valley of the Dawn the largest of brasilia's new-age calls it was founded by a former truck driver named 
Antony Ava a devout Catholic who fifty years ago began communing with the spirits ever since she has 
provided a haven for thousands of brazil's poor and homeless | am your night oh Jesus | am the Jaguar 
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| am your night oh Jesus | am the Jaguar here the men are called Jaguars the women nymphs they all wear 
colorful costumes part Star Trek part Carnivale twice a day believers line up to be cleansed of evil and 
purified with positive energy the services take place around a giant six-sided star and above the star 
followers say the spaceships are hovering the Copacabana house you see off the beach here Peter as you 
can see there are many cruise ships who come in to enjoy the festivities tonight and there all of this will 
climax in a grand ceremony with people dressed in white offering candles and gifts to the sea goddess 
Yemanja that's a spiritual belief here by mostly African Brazilians but it's been adopted by virtually everybody 
here it's a very forgiving Society so we're looking forward to that a little bit later we look forward to coming 
back to later | must say you're looking a little bit too much like you're enjoying yourself bill Redeker on 
Copacabana in Rio and now we're going to go if you if you wondered and we of course wondered at some 
point where the Millennium was going to arrive in North America first we take you there now because the 
easternmost part of North America is where ABC's Kevin Newman is at the moment at cape spear at 
Newfoundland in Canada tell us precisely where you are well precisely we are five minutes past Peter the 
very last sunset of the 20th century it said over behind me there the lighthouse you see marks the point the 
most easterly point of North America and indeed that is where the new millennium will arrive first in North 
America it's said about 247 New York time Peter but that's 417 Newfoundland time as you know 
Newfoundland is one of those odd places in the planet that has a half time zone and there is only one other 
place that has it and that is the country of Suriname in South America and so you've had quite a couple of 
days up there including you've been able to talk to us 
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including you've been able to talk to us about urbanization about migration and about communication where 
do you want to start let's start there because there has been a massive depopulation here in Newfoundland 
from the rural areas to the cities and that is true of the planet as a whole that is a one of the trends of the 
20th century that you've been looking at over the past few hours we went up to a place the very northern tip 
of Newfoundland it is a place you can't get to by Road very remote very small and it is called Harbor deep 
this is an ancient place granite fjords are 20 times older than the Rockies cold north atlantic fertile fishing 
grounds for at least 500 years but now the humpback whales move inland looking for scarce call the isolated 
fishing village is divided and died I'd like to know what we're going to do so the rest of us can go on with our 
lives that is the question common to people who spent the century surviving off the resources of the earth the 
coal miner the lumberjack the family farmer each has watched a way of life slowly disappear and agonized 
over whether to stay or go | would not hesitate | will pack my bags tonight of an option was given to me 
where | knew | could go out of this and have a home to live in right but it hasn't happened the government 
says all 130 people here must agree to leave before it'll help there are still 20 like chests Robson and in his 
thick Newfoundland accent he says he won't leave because this is home everybody else goes but seems like 
anymore | can't and at all what's drained resource-based communities like harbor deep of their livelihood is 
technology in this case the invention of the outboard motor once the fisherman 
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the outboard motor once the fisherman can travel to the cod stock they didn't have to live near it anymore the 
second half of this century 150 Newfoundland communities have disappeared [Music] the scene of homes 
relocated on greased logs is part of the islands folklore [Music] clear [Music] the century began only 16% of 
Newfoundlanders lived in large communities today half of them do and those same proportions are true of 
the world as a whole it's heartbreaking to be among the last by tenth grade the few remaining students move 
away to high school and in 20 years no one has ever returned to live | wouldn't like no way but | got two 
sometimes five generations of Robson's made a life here there will not be another which means Harbor deep 
like so many other small communities in the 20th century is one person closer to oblivion Kevin Newman up 
there at Harbor deep in Newfoundland and it sounds like they're gonna have quite a party up in st. John's 
Newfoundland capital later this evening we're of course in 1901 the first transmission the first telegraphic 
message the first wireless transmission was received by Marconi on the hill in st. John's and so we'll go back 
there for the great celebration as well our millennium coverage will continue right after this [Music] 
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[Music] so gently that when she passes you 


END 


